TEACHER - FOCUS
(Excerpts from the book Hierarchy, Agni Yoga Series)

TEACHER

*

372 — The affirmation of the Teacher should be repeated each hour, for Our structure is in need of
a conscious adoption of Hierarchy. Various events may be expected, but participation in them can
only be through the Hierarchy proclaimed by Us. Thus I say, Not only Our decision but the karma
of millenniums makes the structure of the future immutable. Details may be changed, but the
foundation must not be violated. Thus, Our Will should not be forgotten, even in the details of life.
You realize correctly the creative fairy tale, but only upon the ladder of Hierarchy will it be
transformed into the salvation of the world. Thus I speak.

209 — The affirmation of the Teacher intensifies all creative forces. Without the Teacher there can
be no link in the great chain of creativeness. Hence all the forces of Cosmos which manifest the course
of evolution can be affirmed on the principle of Hierarchy. How can one build without the focus of
attraction? Each force has its own tensions, which call forth creative strivings from the source of
cosmic fires that gathers Light and spreads Fire around itself. Verily, thus is the Cosmic Focus
affirmed, and life must be built around a focus. Creativeness is limitless!

353 — Verily, the sacred concept of an Arhat has been distorted. It is violated, being bereft of
beauty. How dimly the understanding of the Teacher of General Good burns in the consciousness
of the world! But Truth lives, and in the name of Truth We create. Therefore, for the transformation
of life one should accept Hierarchy as the beauty of Truth. Thus the subtle heart creates for cosmic
evolution. Thus, one should realize the significance of the focus within the heart; thus, the great
process of the subtle heart must be understood through the heart.

24 — ... The little girl carrying the heavy volume of the Bible in the chambers of luxury appears as
a creator of a new world. The little girl who perceived the Teacher of Light under the blue sky is
the destroyer of the dungeons of darkness. When the spirit of a small girl could feel the Brothers of
Humanity, then the name of this spirit is a light-bearing sword. ... The evidence of enlightenment is
the best gift to evolution. The Command of cosmic life is a summons to light-sustaining
achievement, and this mission is affirmed only by Light.

30 — The thought of obedience to a Teacher is foreign to humanity. But how can a spirit not
succeed when the Teacher is the Leading Beacon? How can the disciple lose his fire when the
Teacher is the kindler of all fires? How can the Shield of the Teacher be an obstacle to the disciple
when it is the Teacher who impels his fiery striving? In the consciousness of humanity lives a
germinal desire to strive for a common work... But humanity must learn independent action, and
must implement the affirmed thoughts of the Teacher. Thus does human evolution achieve
harmony with Cosmic Reason. Humanity must learn to create by the higher way. Truly, emulation
of the Teacher is the taking of the Image of the Teacher into one’s heart.

32 — How can we achieve a comprehension of the Magnet if we doubt the Indications of the Lord?
How can we conquer an enemy if we doubt the power granted to us? How can we expect to build
anything strong if we do not accept the irrevocable Indications of Hierarchy?

37 — Remember the laws of gravitation and repulsion, action and counteraction. Steadfastness
results from attraction, and tension from repulsion. Attraction along the line of Hierarchy leads to
Me, and repulsion from the enemy to glorification. Thus, the Teacher and the enemy are
cornerstones.



The trainer of wild animals must first excite their rage before he succeeds in taming them. No motion
is possible without tension; therefore, every progressive Teaching needs its enemies and its Teacher.
One must keep in mind the physical law in order to understand the immutability of the law of the
spirit. My Advice is that the significance of the Teacher and the need for enemies must be
understood. Certainly, only the Teacher will lead the enemy to fury. The full measure of evil must be
manifested before one may rise regenerated out of the flames of wrath. It is impossible to avoid the
obstacles of the path, but know that no obstructive tensions will occur without being of benefit.
Indeed they may be of service to entire nations! If a hermit is able with his thought alone to destroy a
stronghold of evil, then the tensity that is allowed by the Higher Forces will be like a battering ram
against the hostile forces.

59 — Some people pour a daily gruel over the Image of the Teacher and imagine themselves to be in
the Great Service. The Teaching and Service presuppose first of all the expansion of consciousness on
the basis of adherence to the Teaching and reverence for the Teacher. In studying Infinity one should
first of all realize the limitlessness of love and devotion. It is not wise to say that love has overflowed
and devotion has withered, because the consequence will be the disintegration of one’s self. One
should understand the limitlessness of love and devotion as the first steps toward Service and Yoga.
One should set oneself this task, at least as a means of one’s own progress. One should advance only in
the direction of the Teacher. Then, only, does relief come. But making a daily onion gruel out of the
Teacher will not lead to success. Sacredly, limitlessly, let us sustain our love and reverence for the
Teacher, as a healing means of regeneration.

62 — In all religions... was affirmed the existence of a world beyond the grave and the need of a
Guide. One should become accustomed to this thought of the need of a Guide. Thus in all religions the
Guide and the Teacher were affirmed. Hence when We speak of the Teacher, We remind of that
which is inevitable. The Teaching can live, or turn into the embrace of death. But it is easy to enhance
life by turning to Light.

68 — One more significant experiment: Accustom yourselves to see without looking and to hear
without listening. That is, you must be able to aim your vision into the spiritual realms to a degree
that, in spite of open eyes, you will not see that which is before you, and in spite of open ears, you
will not hear evident noise. Through such physical tests one can greatly progress in psychic vision
and hearing. For this, it is useful to hold constantly in imagination before oneself the Image of the
Teacher as that which is the most precious to bind you with the Supreme.

Now, imagine for a moment that you have succeeded, with the help of chemical reactions, in
creating a complete microcosm; for this microcosm you are the creator! Then why is it so difficult
for people to imagine an endless chain of Creators from the lowest to the Highest, up to the
Inaccessible? Therefore, in speaking of the Infinite, we will not imagine it as something void or
measureless, but as something integral in its incessant ascent. And is not the entire Infinite
expressed in your consciousness, for where are the measure and boundaries of your consciousness?
Thus, from the smallest to the Greatest, proceed by steps, each link being visible and tangible.
There the indicated experiment will serve you in seeing through the physical, impenetrable forms
which stand before you. From the evident proceed to the reality that will enrich your path.

81 — It will be asked, How must we direct our prayers to the Highest One if the Image of the Lord is
constantly before us? Say, Precisely through Him address yourself to the Highest One. Besides, if you
have reached the state of keeping a constant Image of the Lord before you, this question cannot
disquiet you at all. When we reach a conscious communion with the subtlest energies, much of that
which did not find its place yesterday becomes fully comprehensible today. Thus we learn to rejoice
and to be calm, where yesterday we sorrowed. It is useful to observe how our consciousness is
purified through everyday labor. Now especially the tempering of these swords is timely, because the
air is filled with fire. Only the Image of the Lord can rotate all centers and serve as a Shield.



Let us not be afraid to repeat about swords and shields, because We desire peace and the reign of
spirit. As victors cease to remember their enemies, so We do not count them; and a forest will not
suffice to liken them to trees.

85 — AIl religions have introduced special movements and positions of the body that aid the
accumulation of the energy and impel one to the Highest. When following Us, achievement may be
arrived at through the saturation of one’s heart, without fatiguing movements. He who succeeds
through this means has an advantage, because the source of the heart is inexhaustible. The Image of
the Lord, impressed upon the heart, will not grow dim and at any hour will be ready to help. This
way of the heart is the most ancient, but it requires a considerable expansion of consciousness. One
should not speak of the heart from the very first conversation, for then one may over-burden it
aimlessly. It is likewise aimless to speak of love if the heart does not yet contain the Image of the
Lord. But the hour strikes when one must indicate the power of the heart. I advise addressing
oneself to the heart, not only because the Image of the Lord is already close but for cosmic reasons.
It is easier to cross an abyss if the link with the Lord is strong.

86 — Thus, it is not easy to be without the Lord. Repeat the Name of the Lord not only with the
lips but rotate it in your heart, and He will not leave it—Ilike a stone pressed into a crevice by the

mountain waters. We say Cor Regale when the Lord of the Heart enters into the predestined
chamber. One should shield oneself by the Lord.

89 — When your consciousness prompts you to the necessity of possessing the constant Image of
the Lord, retire to a quiet place and direct your sight upon the chosen Image. But remember, one
must decide irrevocably, because in case of treason the constant Image will be a constant reproach.
After gazing intensely upon the Image, close your eyes and transmit it to the third eye. Exercising
thus you will attain a vivid Image, and you will feel a special intensified tremor of the heart. Soon
the Image of the Lord will remain inseparably with you. You can test yourself before the sun, and
you will still see the Lord before you, sometimes without color, but afterward vividly and even in
action. Your prayer will lose the need of words and only the tremor of the heart will suffuse your
understanding. Thus one may reach in life much that is useful, but the consciousness must be in
conformity with it.

90 — One more useful exercise: Become accustomed to not being astonished or surprised at anything.
But this should not be understood as the stifling of the spirit. On the contrary, in the complete
readiness that gives birth to foresight, stand vigilant in the entire tremor of realization. Many
wondrous things are approaching. One can understand them in accordance with one’s own desire and
one’s own consciousness. But it is still easier to receive them through the Image of the Teacher. If
you can visualize the Image of the Teacher in your consciousness with the most complete clarity you
can transfer your consciousness into His, and thus act, as it were, through His Power. But for this, one
must visualize the Image of the Teacher with utmost precision, even to the minutest detail, so that the
Image may not falter, or suffer distortion, or change its outline, as frequently happens. But if,
following the exercise of concentration, one succeeds in invoking a constant Image of the Teacher,
through this one may gain the greatest benefit for oneself, for one’s nearest ones, and for the work.
Such is Our warning when waves rise upon the ocean. I deem that the present time demands such
concentration, because there is a vast success in the atmosphere; but success, like a magnet, also
attracts unsuspected metallic fragments, and needles and nails may be poisonous. Understand this
correctly. Do not be diverted from the conception of the Teacher. Do not be astonished or surprised,
because it is good when one can disclose the next step of understanding.

91 — If the clarity of the Image of the Teacher brings us into closest cooperation with him, then each
clear and vivid conception of an object in our third eye makes it near and attainable. One of the
conditions of ancient magic was to teach the vividness of objects evoked by our inner conception.



If the object is called forth with all completeness of line and color, one can apply it for the most
immediate reaction; one may, as it were, possess it. Without limitations of space, one can regulate and
bring closer its possibilities; from the most customary objects to the far-off planets one can utilize this
force. There is nothing of the supernatural in this; in a sense, the duplicate becomes identical with the
original, and a vital connection thread is attached to it. One can gradually develop in oneself these
abilities, upon habitual objects, noticing thereby that when a clear image is created, a peculiar
tremulous vibration occurs, similar to a magnetic reaction. Thus, in studying the Infinite one can
approach it by beginning with the most customary objects.

93 — How important it is to guard the fiery impulse! Without this impelling force an undertaking
cannot be saturated with the best possibilities. Forces applied to an undertaking are multiplied by the
fire of impulse. Therefore striving is so necessary for increasing the forces given from the Primary
Source. In all constructions harmony and co-measurement should be observed. Hence, for the
saturation of Our undertakings one must co-measure what is given with the measures applied. The fire
and the impulse sustain the life force in each inception. Without these the inception loses its vitality.
Thus, let us strive to the confirmed fire bestowed by the Lord. Thus we can attain the fiery saturation.

112 — After having chosen the Lord and the Guru no retreat is possible. The path lies only onward,
and sooner or later with ease or difficulties you will come to the Teacher. When the black ones
surround you and close their circle, there will remain, only the path upward to the Lord. Then you
will feel that the Lord is somewhere not far off and that the silver thread is above you. You have but
to stretch out your hand! We can meet without the help of the black ones, but more often only he
who is pressed from all sides reaches out to the silver thread, and only in distress does he learn the
language of the heart. One should feel the Lord and the Guru in the heart.

113 — They say, “We love and revere.” But they remember it only like last winter’s snow. Sleep is
their lord! But the hour strikes, and the Lord will become their life and nurture. As lightning pierces
the darkness, so bright will be the Image of the Lord. As a treasure they will guard each word from
Above, for there will be no other way out for them. And few will be those who, having perceived
Light, will be polluted by darkness. There is much of darkness around, and the path to the Lord is one.
Remember about the Lord!

114 — When the cosmic tension is so great, one should gather all strength for the defense of Light,
because each uncertainty in Light gives access to darkness. Therefore, each foundation should be
protected. When the forces are collected around Light, how can one not adhere to the Leading One?
Only in this lies strength and victory. When the Cosmic Magnet is being shifted, certainly the course
of Light must be followed, because only upon this crest of the wave can one swim over the
manifested torrent. Thus the thought of Light will be like the Image of the Lord.

122 — Chiefly, do not become dwarfs. For a dwarf even the threshold of a door is more difficult to
overcome than a mountain. The thoughts of a dwarf will lead to shallow-mindedness and afterward
to disintegration. It was correctly remarked that one should observe the influence of the basic aura.
Those who have accepted it can cooperate, but its denial will be an actual sign of unfitness. One does
not have to be persuaded about foundations; if they are not within the heart, nothing can explain
them. Therefore, do not observe the motions of life as dwarfs. Likewise, the Teacher should not be
adopted by the brain of subterranean dwarfs.

126 — How can one avoid harm from the thoughts sent? Follow the one and same advice—
intensify the striving toward the Lord. Along this direction one can acquire immunity. Therefore, I
advise realizing Hierarchy from the highest spiritual striving to even the smallest bodily
requirements; the silver thread is needed everywhere. Obstinacy and the black lodge will seek in
every way to divert the thoughts from Hierarchy.



Although subservience is highly developed among them, they keep it for themselves, knowing the
immutability of this law.

128 — Therefore each striving leading to the unification of the disciple with the Teacher leads to
cognizance of the higher laws. The disciple in rejecting the Teacher acknowledges his own
ignorance, because he arrests his development. Each force attracting the spirit upward is a force of
development. How shall we broaden our consciousness and uplift the spirit if we do not accept the
Hand of a Hierarch? Conceit very harmfully retards progress! Hence it is urgent to point out to all
those who speak against extreme devotion to the Teacher that only by the force of devotion can
refinement of consciousness be achieved. The culture of the spirit and thought are to be followed,
thus manifesting an unconquerable devotion to Hierarchy. Only thus is the spirit uplifted; only thus
can one be affirmed in the evolution of the spirit. Hence, the beauty of Service is contained in the
blending of consciousnesses. When the arcs of consciousnesses are blended, Light reigns, and the
highest ordainment is affirmed. Only thus is the highest Law attained. Thus We create!

132 — I call attention to the saturation of the heart and the prayer of the heart for two reasons:
firstly, it leads to a blending with the Higher World; secondly, it does not require a special time and
can be performed during any labor. One may easily become used to a special sensation within the
heart without fearing any ill effect. The heart will not be overtired by the Lord, on the contrary,
only surrounding thoughts can ill-affect the heart. Thus, someday men shall finally realize the
significance of thoughts, at least for the sake of their own hearts. Let them ponder upon the poison
of sendings! It is time to pay attention to the amount of sicknesses generated by thoughts. During
each sickness it is not bad to make a suggestion against negative thoughts. Magnetic passes over the
affected organ can also be made. Nothing special is needed beyond a prayer of the heart, which
creates a magnetic link with the Highest. During the laying on of hands one should not think of
sickness, but should try to unite oneself with the Highest.

139 — The thread binding the Teacher with his disciple is the most powerful current and provides
an evident defense. How, then, can one manifest one’s striving without the Teacher? Those faint-
hearted ones who say they will go alone do not know the significance of the protecting net. Hence,
the non-acceptance of the Chain of Hierarchy gives a result equivalent to destroying the principle of
construction. Thus, only with a powerful Hierarchy can one be affirmed in construction.

140 — The sparks of causality fly in space, and each spark brings its effect. Thus, the non-
acceptance of a Teacher leaves the disciple without guidance, and each action of such wandering
spirits has no constructive importance. Thus, each spiritual striving must lead to the search for a
Guide. Causality produces its wonderful sprouts when the disciple understands the significance of
Hierarchy.

155 — The consciousness not blended with the Lord cannot strive to the law of accumulation in the
Chalice. Only the power of the Cosmic Magnet can bring the spirit close to the Teacher. Verily, the
one who adheres to the Higher Consciousness receives the power of thought. Only when a spirit
accepts all transmissions from Above can he broaden his consciousness, otherwise the power
concealed within the Chalice cannot be awakened. Thus, the thread of the bond is the ladder of spirit
upon which the power of the spirit ascends. Creativeness is affirmed by way of this wondrous thread.
Thus the ascent of the spirit proceeds through its bond with the Lord.

156 — This bond unites Us and creates the best results. Thus, the most wondrous thread is the silver
one uniting the heart of the Hierarch with his disciple. The light of the spirit is nurtured by this
might. Therefore, when We speak of a united aura, We have in mind the actuality of the bond!
Thus, the Counsels should be guarded as the Source of Light. Thus one can attract the best
opportunities. Hence the sacred union of the Hierarch with the disciple is evidenced when the
disciple’s consciousness is striving toward the consciousness of the Hierarch. Thus a wondrous step
is built by a blended heart!



157 — You understand what each apostate inflicts upon the Teacher. If a special ray is assigned to
each disciple, the severing of this thread must have a reaction. It is not without reason that the
Teacher insistently questions the knocking ones, “Art thou not a traitor?”” The severing of the thread
between the Teacher and the disciple can be achieved only by a slow process, but impetuous betrayal
is usually very painful to the Teacher and to the traitor. Verily, the traitor’s reason becomes obscured,
and through the wound caused by the broken thread obsession occurs most easily. One should
consider this process of betrayal as a physical danger, not to speak of the spiritual consequence. One
should ponder how cautiously one must select disciples in order not to contribute to cosmic harm.
Hence, each Teaching gives strong examples of betrayal. For betrayal there is no need to be precisely
a Devadatta or a Judas. Even without these prototypes space is filled with fractured rays.

158 — Without the bond with the Teacher one may give access to a dark dweller even by one
pinprick of denial. Levity does not dwell far from betrayal. Thus one may imagine the consequences
of the disciple’s severing himself from the Teacher. It is time to pay attention to insane asylums and
to verify the causes and conditions of such illnesses, especially now when this scourge is more
dangerous than the plague. Learn how to guard the thread with the Teacher and to fill the heart with
the Lord. It must not be forgotten what is essential for an unswerving ascent. Neither works, nor
circumstances, nor character, nor diverse reasons may erect barriers between the disciple and the
Teacher. The manifestation of the Teacher signifies the initiation of the shortest path. To reject the
Lord is to betray oneself.

167 — The center that lights all beginnings of Our Works is based upon the law of Hierarchy. The
impetuosity of creativeness is founded upon the center of Hierarchy. How obviously humanity
deviates from the higher path and higher striving! He who is afraid of the manifestation of the
Teacher will remain an ignoramus. He who rejects the Leading Hand will forever remain in error.
He who is afraid to lose his individuality does not possess it. Thus one should ponder upon the great
laws of Hierarchy.

176 — Verily, if you realize yourself as being constantly in the solemn presence of the Lord, you
are already on the shortest path to Us. People loathe especially the routine of daily life; for them it is
the symbol of weariness and descent, whereas for us the daily routine is perfectment and ascent; it
opens the gates to Infinity. One can learn to love this daily routine, because it tempers the spirit and
gives one courage to contemplate the endless chain of the ages of labor. For some, these ages are a
menace, but a refined consciousness will accept them as the source of endless creativeness.
Beautiful cults become dulled on account of daily routine, but how wondrous is the realization that
daily devotion and a flaming love are offered to Hierarchy. If I shall say, “I love Thee, O Lord, and
I am devoted to Thee, O Lord, and I reverence Thee, Teacher,” by what a mighty choir will this
song of praise be transformed on the far-off worlds! Thus, in each act of devotion one can open new
locks; and how wondrous it is to feel the inexhaustibility of great concepts. The Ordainment can be
concise: “Be aflame in heart and create in love!”

182 — Gratitude is one of the main qualities of justice. Without justice one cannot reach the path of
Great Service. Therefore, in pointing out the necessity for the realization of gratitude, We only assist
the Great Service. How beautiful is gratitude! It so easily kindles the fire of the heart, and, as if in the
presence of the Image of the Lord, it fills the spirit with nobility. The ingrate is, first of all, ignoble.
We term nobility the benevolent accumulations from former lives, while upon Earth nobility is
considered only according to one’s birth. One should especially develop gratitude, because gratitude
is the sister of loyalty. It is necessary to realize how difficult it is sometimes for the Teacher to
combine the best possibilities. One must know how to assist by the fire of one’s own heart.

196 — You may be asked how the entrance upon the path of Service is defined. Certainly the first
sign will be renunciation of the past and full striving to the future. The second sign will be the
realization of the Teacher within one’s heart, not because it is necessary thus, but because it is
impossible otherwise.



The third sign will be the rejection of fear, for being armed by the Lord one is invulnerable. The
fourth will be non-condemnation, because he who strives into the future has no time to occupy
himself with the refuse of yesterday. The fifth will be the filling of the entire time with labor for the
future. The sixth will be the joy of Service and completely offering oneself for the good of the world.
The seventh will be spiritual striving to the far-off worlds as a predestined path. According to these
signs you will discern a spirit ready and manifested for Service. He will understand where to raise the
sword for the Lord, and his word will be from within his heart.

199 — The fiery Envoy of the Hierarchy acts as a mighty fiery Will. The Hand of a Hierarch directs
as a Higher Hand. The Hierarch saturates as a propelled magnet, hence one must act consciously.
Thus, the spirit striving to the realization of the Teacher can be affirmed on the path, but the spirit
rejecting the concept of the Teacher may betray the Hierarchy.

203 — You may meet people hastening with their attainments, and they may think that We are
slow. But lead them under the night sky and point out the radiance of the countless worlds. Say, The
Lord leads you toward this creativeness. Is it possible to be slow on this great path? We must
prepare ourselves to be co-creators. It is necessary to preserve and multiply the seeds of
consciousness, because the entire world is sustained by the power of consciousness. There is no
power to withstand a consciousness purified of egoism. One can prepare oneself to cross all bridges
with a fiery consciousness which is atremor with the pulse of Cosmos, and which, in the seed of its
spirit, responds to all tremors of Earth and knows the truth of the peoples. One can apply all sacred
powers of the heart to becoming co-creators of the flaming Logoi by conquering death. But so long
as such daring is not instilled in the heart, the consciousness cannot grow infinitely in this direction.
We call it Via Regale. Therefore, Fiat Rex is where the spirit, reverencing Hierarchy, dares!

219 — The language of the subtle body is expressed through the saturation of the Brahmarandhra
center; other than this, there is no need to strain oneself in pronouncing all letters. The sound of the
first letter is sufficient, because the rest is understood by the heart. Likewise, the music of the spheres
does not require melody, but is based upon rhythm, for the rest resounds in the heart. Precisely the
heart is the link between the worlds, and only the heart can respond to the heart of the Lord and to
the entire Hierarchy. One may be bereft of sight and hearing, but the heart will be the best substitute,
and even a more subtle expresser of the essence.

242 — Certainly the dark force fears most of all the affirmation of Light. All servitors of darkness
intensify their forces when the servitor of Light imbues space with the Decree of the Lords. Humanity
knows great examples of such battle and victory of Light. Certainly each one receives a Teacher in
accordance with his own consciousness. It is the same with the chain of the dark ones, who are filled
with the consciousness of evil, setting up their decision against Light. Thus, the forces are strained in
Cosmos by diverse affirmations. Therefore one may affirm that Light conquers darkness. Thus the life
of Infinity is built.

253 — Many legends express the danger of having several Gurus. Let us cite one of them. “One
pious woman had three sons. Each of them had chosen a venerable Rishi as his Guru. But one of
them conceived the idea of increasing his powers by asking two more Rishis to be his guides,
though his mother had warned him of the danger of such a thoughtless action. The time came when
the Rishis began to teach the three youths to fly. The third youth asked the two other Rishis to
strengthen his flights, so that he might be ahead of his brothers. But the whirlwinds sent from three
places crossed and the light-minded fellow was torn to pieces in the air; whereas his brothers flew
safely in the direction of the Rishi chosen by them.” Thus people remember the law of Hierarchy.
One might adopt this law. From every standpoint of knowledge science confirms other laws of life;
however, one should not look with an oblique eye.



271 — By filling our lungs with air and establishing the rthythm of breathing, we can sustain our
bodies upon the surface of the water. It is not difficult to conceive that with one more component we
can walk upon water. The fires of the lungs will add the required condition. It is similar to the
experiments with fire in empty globes; as they fill with gases, so the inner fire acts. One may also
conceive of levitation through the fires of the lungs. The Spatial Fire blends with the kindled centers,
and, like a magnet, attracts the fiery body. The Teacher points out these possibilities as conditions
for the densified astral body. Verily, the Teacher mentions the fiery people at the time of experiments
for the formation of a new body.

273 — Humanity comments in its own way on each ordained affirmation. It distorts in its own way
each Ordainment from Above. It applies each great principle to life in its own way. It asserts each
manifested will in its own way. How can the great be contained in the small, and the cosmic in the
personal? How can the great Servitor of Reason and of entire humanity be understood by a
consciousness that recognizes only its own hearth? How can a self-denying Leader become
affirmed in the understanding of a small daily routine? Only when a spark of devotion to Hierarchy
burns in the heart will one find the Gates open. Only gratitude to the Teacher can reveal the
entrance to the Gates. Each one who has chosen his own path must realize the loneliness of his
orbit, because only love and devotion for Hierarchy include the spirit in the Chain of Light. Thus,
each one determines his own karma. Only through Light do we approach Light.

295 — Let us see how people understand Service to the Lord and Hierarchy. He who thinks of
ascending only by prayer is far from Service. He who in his labor hopes to bring the best efforts for
the good of humanity must adopt the Lord with his heart. He who does not relinquish his own
comfort does not know how to serve Hierarchy. He who does not accept the Indications of the
Hierarchy does not understand Service. Only when the heart is ready to accept consciously the
affirmation sent by the Highest Will can it be said that the realization of Service is adopted. Thus,
We are no lovers of funereal rites and of empty invocations to the Lord. Thus, We venerate the
striving of disciples to the Service of Hierarchy. Hence it is so easy to observe how the one who
does not accept the Service in spirit venerates the Lord and Hierarchy only so long as the way is
convenient to him. Thus, We take into account each effort to remove the burden from the
Hierarchy; as in the great, so in the small. Thus, in Our creativeness, We affirm reverence not in
words but by deeds. Thus, We deplore it when We see reverence in words but not in action.

299 — Each concept has its balance. Reverence of Hierarchy has its balance in the understanding of
the pledge. If reverence of Hierarchy is directed upward, then the pledge is downward. There even
exists a teraph of the pledge. You saw a pledge through a teraph. Thus, the pledge is indestructible
when Hierarchy is realized. I testify that as the Teacher is immutable, so is the pledge firm.
Therefore, do not pronounce the word Teacher in vain. But having pronounced it do not think of
severing this silver thread...

300 — Precisely with love should one teach how to deal wisely with the sacred concept of the
Teacher. There are no thirty shekels for which one may hire various teachers. As wisely must one
select disciples. The same silver thread binds each Teacher with each disciple. Once the pledge is
pronounced it becomes the foundation of karma. Through the events of life one can observe how
immutable is that which has been said. No one can give ignorance of the laws as excuse. ... Not
severely but vitally should the law be understood. This advice must be accepted, not in words, but
by the heart...



303 — It is most pernicious when halfwayness insinuates itself into one who is affirming himself
upon the path, because then there results duality of thought and action. Hence, halfwayness is the
enemy of the Teaching, and when We see halfwayness in relation to Hierarchy, this destructive
attitude must be eradicated; for without integrity there can be no construction. Hence, the disciples
must understand how important it is to have complete striving. For this one should renounce
personal comfort, conceit, self-pity, self-deception, and should always remember that Hierarchy
must not be burdened. This should be remembered by those who misunderstand Service as reliance
upon the Lord and the Hierarchy.

312 — ... Also, the affirmations of the Teacher are like the watering of flowers. The watered garden
will not wither. We are concerned with advancing. We affirm new dimensions! Indifference to Our
affirmations is impermissible!

313 — When the spirit is filled with striving, there is no place for indifference. When the spirit is
aflame, there is no place for indifference. This quality provides immunity to indifference. ... It is
difficult to detect the root of evil generated by indifference. Only in endless vigilant striving can one
find protection for construction. Hence, while constructing great works, one must understand that
egoism and indifference are inadmissible. Therefore, We demand that the first thought be dedicated
to the Teacher. Is it possible to succeed when the disciple puts himself in the first place? Are We not
building all upon a great Name? Did We not put Beauty at the foundation? We have given the great
foundations for the world. Therefore each thought must be valued as the foundation of a great
structure. Verily, the future is great!

339 — Therefore the most heinous is apostasy and demeaning of the Teacher. Thus, when We
introduce into life a new affirmation, one should strive with the entire spirit on the path of
fulfillment of the Highest Will. Hence, when We affirm the great significance of the Banner of
Peace, it must be adopted in spirit. Verily, thus the salvation of the world will come. The time is
great! The time is significant!

392 — The Teacher is glad to see how you become accustomed to understanding the possibility of
difficulties. One should become accustomed to this blessed realization. It is one of the first conditions
of adherence to the Hierarchy. Sometimes I advise you to be silent; also, one must realize the
significance of tension of space caused by a conscious silence. Moreover, one must remind about the
rhythm of repetitions. It is unwise to overlook the help of technique and of various conditions. Take,
for instance, the condition of a headache. What could be better than silence? Or during palpitations of
the heart, the cosmic rhythm, which changes the pulse?

394 — The intensification of energy between the disciple and Teacher is analogous to a steam
engine—a continuous projection and restitution. Therefore We point out so persistently the
necessity of concordance, for benevolence, striving, and gratitude. Only by those means can one
develop the dynamics of concordance. A steam engine is provided with fuel, but We have an
inexhaustible reservoir of psychic energy. One should not think that the enumerated qualities are
needed by Us; on the contrary they are needed by you. Otherwise how will you strengthen the bond
with Us? The powerful rhythm of the dynamo of spirit can be affirmed, not by doubt, egoism or
self-pity, but only by an indivisible, vigorous striving toward Us. These strivings must be
introduced into life. It should be remembered that each physical law must remind of the stability of
the laws of the spirit. With such a consciousness one can verily become a co-worker for the
transformation of life.

403 — Can you indicate any disparagement in the Decrees of the Teacher? You cannot, for then the
Teacher would not be worthy of this title. But can you vouch for your own actions, since disparaging
is contrary to the Brotherhood? Disparagement is involution, whereas upliftment is evolution.



We serve evolution. One can find Commands, warnings, and even indignation, but there is no
disparagement in Our Works. Even Our adversaries are not belittled. Two types of people differ
especially—some will create something great, even out of a small hint; others will create a repulsive
image, even out of a beautiful vision. Each one judges according to his consciousness. One is great in
heart; the other has a heart like a dried mushroom, which one must soak in water before it is of use.
Verily, one must redeem all mistakes. Remember this law.

406 — A traveler is in need of indications. Success is a very sensitive flower. The seeds can be
planted only at a designated time. One must leave the house in time. But when the Teacher ordains
the sowing, not a moment should be lost. Only children can think that if today has passed,
tomorrow will be better. But a courageous mind understands that success that is missed will not be
repeated. Even the sun does not shine uniformly. Refinement of understanding should be
developed. The complexity of the time will increase. He who did not discriminate yesterday will not
be resourceful tomorrow. The Teacher foresees an undeferrable, immediate sowing.

407 — A hurricane may bring heaps of gold ashore; human turmoil can likewise yield treasures. One
must remember that turmoil intensifies energies. The Teacher is on vigil. The Teacher observes the
imperceptible functions. He knows who will discriminate and who will be able to receive the gifts.

445 — The approach is endless; so, too, are defeats. Few will discern where is victory and where
defeat. One must know the relation of spiritual growth to the victory over darkness. Darkness can
display the Maya of well-being, whereas Light can attest to violent commotions. Each one strives
along the shortest path, but who is capable of imagining the best achievements? Only the link with
Hierarchy can reveal the uniqueness of the best path. Our decision is to consider achievement as the
shortest path. The dark ones consider fearlessness as a bad sign. We have determined not to avoid the
steep path. For them, each ascent is an unnecessary dissipation of strength. With Us, the Ray of Light
is a bridge of granulations, but they dream of a void. We understand each daring leap; for them, it is
but recklessness. Thus, between the daring of wisdom and the recklessness of treason stands only the
heart. It will safeguard and open the Gates of Hierarchy. He will err less who follows the silver thread
stretched from his heart to the heart of the Teacher.

FOCUS

444 — ... As Cosmos has its center of Cosmic Fire, so humanity must realize its fiery center in the
Hierarchy, which guides humanity and imbues it with the powerful leading principle. Thus, one can
strive to the realization of the Highest Hierarchy of the fiery Heart. Thus, humanity must realize all
the best strivings. Only thus can one progress in evolution. Verily, only by adhering to Hierarchy
can one advance. Hence, in the great time of shifting, humanity can be saved only through
Hierarchy. Therefore it is so imperative to realize the greatness of the Leader as the Savior of
nations. The time is austere, but great. Thus we shall construct the great future.

204 — Into the base of an affirmed orbit there is always set a single will, which binds all
manifestations. Therefore, the focus is the radiating source that imbues all with fiery creativeness.
Beautiful is the will that imbues with creativeness and impels each energy of the spirit into the
higher spheres. Hence, the orbit that is built by the manifested will is expanded by the Spatial Fire
through assimilation of the saturated fires and by its correlation with higher spheres. Thus, a great
thought brings the spirit to great attraction, and the Will that radiates the highest fire attracts the
spirit into the highest orbit. Thus, wondrous is it to be attuned with the Higher Will. Verily, only
thus are revealed the orbits of the Infinite.



120 — Hence, when the highest striving toward the Lord is offered, the manifested orbit and focus
should be guarded. Therefore, all Our Abutments should be protected, because clouds are all around.
Victory is predestined, but all foundations should be protected, and the highest striving can bring all
possibilities. The time is severe but wondrous. It is a time of consummation and construction. It is a
time of highest tension and of earthly battle. It is a time which inscribes a great page and which is
building a great future. Therefore the enemies rage, for the Highest Law enters into life.

151 — During a conflict of forces one should always observe the maximum of centralization.
Therefore the power of the focus is so greatly needed, and each one in his turn must consider his
position as bound with the center. Thus, the central power will emit all rays, and shadows will have
to disappear. The radiation of the focus upon the spiritual plane is most invincible! Therefore
immunity of the spirit can be attained through striving to the Spiritual Focus. Hierarchy is so
wondrous in that it represents this mighty Focus. Therefore, one should strive limitlessly to the law
of Hierarchy.

171 — Hence, when understanding is not founded upon Hierarchy, the manifestations of the focus
cannot be so vitally displayed, and each one who isolates himself cannot find his way to Us. Thus,
there are so many roaming shadows who cannot turn the affirmed key. Thus so many strivings are lost
in space. Therefore, upon the blending of the arcs of consciousnesses, We build the future. Thus, Our
fiery law ordains the blending of consciousnesses. Thus, one should be affirmed in the realization of
the focus. The spirit can approach the realization of this fiery law. The manifestation of Hierarchy is
the basis of constructiveness.

210 — Therefore, only through broad realization of the focus can the best manifestation be attained.
When we cognize the affirmation of Hierarchy, then each action has its focus. Hence the realization
of the focus is so important. The hand that hesitates after realizing the focus is in need of
strengthening. Thus, let the consciousness expand in the direction of the focus. Thus the Guru and
the Tara have brought the entire creative fire.

223 — All events collect around one focus. All signs point to the one focus. One manifested fire
exists in everything, the seed of which attracts all corresponding energies. Thus all cosmic events are
fulfilled. Hence, only a full realization of the one focus can direct the spiritual quests to the affirmed
seed. The immutability of creativeness enters vitally when the focus is realized. For thus, verily,
striving enters into the channel of action! Therefore, only in this way can we attain steadfastness of
spirit. Thus can one be imbued with a subtle realization of Infinity.

224 — Hence, so beautiful are the strivings to the single focus of Hierarchy. Only thus can one
assimilate all the Commands of the Highest Forces. Only thus can one approach Our Ordainments and
adhere to fiery creativeness. The fiery focus, all-illuminating, all-containing, gives life to each creative
inception. Therefore it is so important to comprehend Hierarchy. Yes, yes, yes!

229 — Origen reasoned, “Does Bliss emanate or is it sent?” Being aware that Bliss is an absolutely
real substance of the highest psychic energy, one can understand that this reasoning had a sound basis.
Thus, heat emanates from light, but a burning glass is needed to produce fire. Psychic energy certainly
emanates from each organism that possesses it, but in order to receive a direct result one must gather
and focus it consciously. This consciousness is like a burning glass. It is necessary to discriminate
between an unconscious flow of psychic energy and a sharpened arrow of precise consciousness. If
even the highest energy does not reach the goal when sent unconsciously, then how greatly in need of
a focus is human energy! Destroy the focus and the fire will not be manifested. Without fire, darkness
and cold await us. Let us remember how the vivifying heat and Light can reach us.



230 — One should learn to value the warmth and light of the focus, and remember that the rays of
the One Light emanate from one direction. Let us compare our position to a physical law and we
shall see the sole foundation for success which is unshaken. What is success if not the effect of the
correct application of a law? Thus one must learn to sense the channel of Hierarchy. Thus, often will
he be held responsible who did not know how to rule, because weakness is not a justification. Where
there is a burning glass there is also fire, for it is not difficult to wait for the ray of the sun. We have
been waiting for centuries; it is less difficult to wait for days. Remember often that Bliss is above
you and not beneath your sole!

239 — Only through a spiritual approach can one come closer to Hierarchy. Consonance of the
heart and understanding of the power of Service must underlie the foundation of all beginnings.
Each deviation from the focus will become a target for a hostile arrow. Therefore one can become a
co-worker only by defending the great Focus. Verily, only thus can one attain!

247 — Thus, during cosmic shiftings a new keynote must definitely resound. Each step has its own
manifested karma. For the new Manvantara one must saturate space with the call to Hierarchy. Only
thus can the best foundations of Existence enter into life. Hence, Our Teaching is so vital; hence,
Our Hierarchy is so mighty; hence, the great Focus is given, for everything is grouped around the
seed, and each step has its own saturation.

252 — Therefore, when striving saturates the spirit, the understanding of the need for higher
measures is established correspondingly. Thus, to advance one should understand with what care
Hierarchy must be regarded. Therefore, one must affirm one’s consciousness upon the great concept
of Hierarchy. Thus, without the manifested focus there can be no attainment or construction.
Creativeness can be developed only by affirmation of the focus. Thus I ordain.

255 — Construction is in need of firm foundations, and only the unwaveringness of the spirit can
affirm the needed direction. Therefore, when the builders of life strain their forces for
constructivity, it is always with cosmic assertion. Thus the builders of life carry the Higher Will,
and the might of the fire directs the spirit toward the Cosmic Magnet. Thus, the builders of life
verily know the Higher Will. Creativeness is transmitted through the affirmation of Hierarchy, and
only when the spirit can strive toward realization of the main foundations can creative
correspondence be established. Verily, Hierarchy affords a creative chain and constructivity in life.
That is why We so often repeat about Hierarchy. That is why We direct thoughts to the foundations
of Hierarchy. That is why We intensify all forces for a full adoption of the focus. Verily, only thus
can one conquer and attain the predestined.

279 — During the construction of great steps one can observe how the central power gathers around
itself all that is needed for evolution. Like a focal magnet, the leader of progress attracts everything to
himself, sweeping away the old accumulations and creating new currents. Thus, throughout history,
countries have been built by such leaders. It can be stated that by evidencing full adherence to
Hierarchy any cosmic task can be fulfilled. Humanity has suffered most through its severance from
the Higher Will. Only through affirmation of the great unification with the Higher Power can the
fulfillment of Higher Laws be achieved. It is impossible for the acceptance of the powerful Hierarchy
to be established without an understanding of the Higher Will. Thus, each step is built by the
realization of the affirmed Will, upon which all higher correspondences are intensified. Thus, so many
evident possibilities can be attracted from the Treasury. The non-acceptance of the Higher Will
complicates all structures. This should be remembered! Each structure is held by its focus. Hence, one
must act by striving consciously toward Hierarchy.



289 — The principles of the affirmation of cosmic laws are enrooted in the spirit. Striving toward
Service always opens the revealed Gates. Thus, Our victory is always brought into life by the law of
striving and invincibility of the spirit. Thus the predestined will be fulfilled. So I affirm! Thus,
when the focus affirmed by Us shall be verily guarded, the Magnet will act.

293 — Humanity grows weak to such an extent, because it evidences disunion with the Highest
Will. Therefore We so powerfully affirm the focus, for without the center the Highest Will cannot
be accepted. Therefore We summon so powerfully to Hierarchy. Verily, we must sacredly guard the
treasures. They underlie the foundations of Our Work. Each sacred creativeness is a contribution to
evolution. Let us ponder upon the significance of a great thought; let us ponder upon the great
might of the fires of the Tara; let us ponder upon the devotion of the heart; let us ponder upon the
invincibility of those who walk in the name of the Lord.

315 — The reorganization of the world intensifies all the forces of Cosmos. If humanity would
understand that reorganization requires the striving of the spirit, it would be easy to establish
equilibrium in the world. But the nations do not ponder about what to place upon the scales and where
is the balance; hence the chaos of thinking is so destructive to humanity, and thus the dislocated nations
sink to the depths without taking measures for spiritual transmutation. Therefore, it is time to ponder
the establishing of spiritual quests. When the cosmic perturbations require a powerful tension,
humanity must know where to look for the center of salvation. Therefore, the quest for a spiritual
center will lead unavoidably to Hierarchy. Humanity has lost the necessary formula for salvation.
Hence, the anchor for salvation is the focus of Hierarchy. Only a conscious quest and the affirmation of
Hierarchy will afford salvation. Yes, yes, yes! Therefore, We gave the basis for actions and works that
are founded on Beauty.

318 — Hence one must chiefly develop one’s vigilance and watch untiringly the creativeness
surrounding the Sacred Hierarchy. Only when disciples shall attain this quality may one hope that
the predestined success will come. Therefore, one should manifest an extreme conscientiousness and
vigilance toward all that occurs around the Focus. Each unnoticed mistake will yield its own
blossom.

353 — Verily, the sacred concept of an Arhat has been distorted. It is violated, being bereft of
beauty. How dimly the understanding of the Teacher of General Good burns in the consciousness
of the world! But Truth lives, and in the name of Truth We create. Therefore, for the transformation
of life one should accept Hierarchy as the beauty of Truth. Thus the subtle heart creates for cosmic
evolution. Thus, one should realize the significance of the focus within the heart; thus, the great
process of the subtle heart must be understood through the heart.
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